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saw William facing his mother in an obviously defiant
attitude on another occasion. Perhaps William had told a
lie, as hard-pressed children of his disposition are prone to
do, and was protesting his honourable innocence to the
incredulous parent. At all events, he had behaved in a
manner unworthy of a boy with English blood in his
veins.

" Willy, if you are intending to grow up as a gentleman/'
the Princess was heard to say, " I think the result will be
better if you follow the English rather than the Prussian
model."

The two might bicker, but at the same time, before others
had to observe the strictest decorum. When William first
saw her in the morning he had to kiss her hand, and the same
ceremony had to be gone through at night. Moreover, he
had at all times to remain on his feet in her presence.

A mischievous streak in William sometimes came into
play, and it was noticed that this was especially liable to
flash out after his equilibrium had been disturbed by some
violent passage with his mother. The victim of his bitterness
was never the person who had stirred it up.

Empress Augusta and her sister, Princess Charles, were
staying at New Palace on a day when William and his
mother fell out. That night a big dinner party was taking
place and it was a habit of these two elderly ladies, who were
very much alike, to wear wigs. The Empress wore a dark
wig and her sister a fair wig. Each of them was somewhat
shortsighted, and, in any case, the bedrooms at New Palace
were poorly illuminated. When the Empress and Princess
Charles entered before the assembled company everybody
was amazed to see that the Royal ladies had changed wigs.

When it dawned on the guests that a daring practical
joker had been at work, they became hysterical. If the Royal
sisters discovered what was amiss by a glimpse in one of the
mirrors in the brightly lighted salon they did not betray
the fact. Someone had slipped into the bedrooms while the
Empress and Princess Charles were taking their baths and
changed the wigs on the stands.